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TAGS: SCUL 

SUBJECT: BICENTENNIAL FELLOWSHIPS IN THE ARTS 
REFERENCE: STATE 205916, STATE A-5368 

1. APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT'S REMINDER. WE WERE SO 
INVOLVED LOCAL UNFOLDING THIS BICENTENNIAL PROJECT WE 
NEGLECTED GIVE YOU INTERIM REPORT TO SHARE WITH ENDOWMENT. 

2. EMBASSY HAS OF COURSE DISCUSSED FELLOWSHIPS WITH FCO, 

AND IS IN CONTINUOUS TOUCH WITH THE SEVERAL FCO OFFICES 
CONCERNED. REACTIONS: FCO CULTURAL RELATIONS OFFICE WAS, 

AS YOU MIGHT IMAGINE, VERY ENTHUSIASTIC. OTHER FCO SUB- 
SECTIONS, PARTICULARLY SECRETARIAT FOR BRITISH BICENTENN- 
IAL LIAISON COMMITTEE, WERE COOLER, NOT BECAUSE THEY 
RESISTED IDEA, BUT BECAUSE FELLOWSHIP SCHEME WOULD TAKE 
SIZEABLE BITE FROM THEIR AS YEAT UNDECIDED BUDGET. 

3. BICENTENNIAL LIAISON COMMITTEE BUDGET OF 500,000 
POUNDS HAS NOW BEEN APPROVED, AND WILL BE ANNOUNCED AT 
COMMITTEE MEETING SET FOR SEPTEMBER 27. AFTER SOME 
LIVELY DISCUSSION, FCO HAS CLOSED RANKS IN FAVOR OF 
FELLOWSHIP PROPOSAL, AND WILL STRONGLY RECOMMEND THROUGH 
SECRETARIAT THAT COMMITTEE ENDORSE PROJECT, EARMARKING 
FUNDS FOR FULL FIVE YEARS. 

4. EMBASSY EXPECTS NO SURPRISES AT NEXT WEEK'S MEETING, 

AND WILL HAVE DRAFT NOTE FOR DEPARTMENT'S COMMENT, 
APPROVAL SOONEST THEREAFTER IN ACCORDANCE GROUND RULES. 
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